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The newsletter of the Bucks Quarterly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends

Dear Friends,

I hope this holiday season
brings you great joy.

This year has had both its
challenges and its blessings
for me, and, I'm sure for all
of you as well.

I hope that you have been
able to appreciate the
blessings and risen to the
challenges, and the blessings
have made you grateful and
the challenges have
strengthened you.

Let’s look toward the
upcoming year with hope,
strength, vision, and love.

I am grateful for each and

every one of you.

Your Coordinator,
Wendy

“The more you know
about another person's
story, the less possible
it is to see that person

as your enemy.”

~ Parker Palmer

Monthly Meeting News

DECEMBER 2023

Bristol

Bristol Friends continue to meet the 4th
Sunday of each month. Stop in and say hello
to their new clerk, Alisa Myles and take a
turn around their new labyrinth.

Buckingham

Drive onto the meetinghouse grounds and
you will see a bustle of activity at
Buckingham Friends School as the building
renovations are moving at incredible speed.

Doylestown

Friends from the meeting participated in Gun
Violence Awareness Day, which included a
Memorial To The Lost T-Shirt display.
Member Lisa Wildman led Friends in song.

Fallsington

It was a disappointment that Crys Matthews
had to cancel their scheduled performance in
November, but a blessing that it has been
rescheduled for January.

Lehigh Valley

The meeting has engaged a contractor to
install new equipment to help alleviate their
long standing HVAC and air quality issues, A
generous anonymous $25,000 challenge gift
has helped kick-start the funds to begin
Phase One!

Makefield

Friends continue to meet in person for 45
minutes each First Day, and then both in
person and on Zoom for their Adult Forum,
which follows at 11:15 am.

Middletown

The meeting held another successful auction
this year. The online-in person format has
proven to be the best way to hold auctions.

Newtown

The meeting held a successful Simple Supper
in November. The children discerned that
they wanted to help hungry people near
them, so they raised over $1700 for the
Penndel Food Pantry.

Plumstead

Winter is a lovely time to visit Plumstead
Meeting to enjoy the welcoming warmth of
their wood burning stove. Join them for their
Christmas Eve carol sing.

Quakertown

Many thanks to Quakertown Friends for
hosting November Quarterly Meeting. There
was plenty of coffee and desserts and we
noticed that the signage was particularly
good!

Solebury

Solebury Friends held a successful Open
House, which included tours of the graveyard
and fun activities for children and families.
Their Outreach Committee has been working
overtime!

Southampton

Friends are in discernment about how to
improve and upgrade both their
meetinghouse and the House on the Hill.

Wrightstown

Friends are deep in the planning stages for
their year-long celebration of 300 years as a
meeting.

Yardley

Yardley Friends engage in “Ponderings”
monthly; last month the topic was: how can
(or do) our Quaker values enhance
interpersonal relationships?
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CALENDAR

Nov 28 & 1:00-2:00 pm Radical Acceptance of Children & Youth in Quaker Religious Education

Nov 30 8:00-9:00 pm Quaker Meetings Collaborative

Dec 1 4:30-7:30 pm Meetinghouse by Candlelight Arch Street Meetinghouse

Dec1 & 2 10:00 am—4:00 pm  Annual Holiday Gift & Bake Sale Sponsored by Chandler Hall Auxiliary

Dec 2 Newtown Friends School Open House Grades 3-5

Dec 2-Jan 6 1:00-2:30 pm Silence and Light for Quaker Newcomers eRetreat sponsored by FGC

Dec 2 3:00-6:00 pm December Family Meet Up Mickleton Friends Meeting

Dec 3 2:00-3:30 pm Native Women and Allies Speak Doylestown Friends Meeting

Dec 3 3:00-4:30 pm Child Safety in Meetings: A Conversation A PYM virtual event
About Best Practices

Dec 4 7:30-9:00 pm Clearness Committees: An Introduction to Spiritual A Pendle Hill First Monday Lecture
Discernment in Community for Personal and Social
Transformation

Dec 4 7:00-8:30 pm Assimilate or Be Exterminated Sponsored by Friends Peace Teams

Dec 4, 11, 18 7:00-8:00 pm Hope, Justice, and Peace: An Advent Series A PYM virtual event

Dec 5 8:00-9:15 pm Protect Our Election Quaker Call to Action

Dec 6 & 20 1:30-2:00 pm Mid-week Meeting for Worship Friends Village Styer Campus

Dec 7 7:00-8:00 pm Community Choice Aggregation: Boroughs are Sponsored by PYM’s Eco Justice
Ready for 100% Collaborative

Dec7 & 8 6:00-9:00 pm Holly Nights Pennsbury Manor

Dec 9 10:30 am-5:30 pm  Christmas Peace Pilgrimage Begins in Bethlehem, PA

Dec 12 7:00-8:00 pm Carol Singing at Friends Village Paxson Campus

Dec 13 7:00-8:30 pm Pendle Hill Reading Group Pendle Hill

Dec 14 7:00-8:00 pm Carol Singing at Friends Village Styer Campus

Dec 17 6:30-7:30 Candlelight Christmas Carol Sing Wrightstown Friends Meeting

Dec 17 11:00 am-12:00 pm Holiday Meeting for Worship with Harpist Middletown Friends Meeting

Dec 19 7:15-8:30 pm Christmas Candlelight Service Southampton Friends Meeting

Dec 22 7:00-8:00 pm Christmas Candlelight Service Yardley Friends Meeting

Dec 24 7:30-8:30 pm Christmas Eve Carol Sing Plumstead Friends Meeting

Dec 31 6:00 pm-midnight  Singing in the New Year Pendle Hill

I e e
Dec 2 9:30 am-3:00 pm PYM Extended Worship Virtual Only
Every Sunday 3:00—4:00 pm Southampton Meeting Vigil for Justice Southampton Friends Meeting
I e T
Jan 20 10:00 am-12:00 pm Quakerism in a Nutshell - Part 3 Fallsington Friends Meeting
Jan 27 7:00-9:00 pm An Evening of Music with Crys Matthews Fallsington Friends Meeting

Feb 18 9:30 am-3:00 pm Bucks Quarter February Quarterly Meeting Solebury Friends Meeting
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BUCKS OUARTER

Doylestown Friends Meeting o

Native Women and Allies Speak

Dec 3rd: What does “redskin” actually mean? What really
happened at boarding schools like the Carlisle Indian
Industrial School? What can we do today to help the healing
from our painful history with Indigenous peoples? Join the
Coalition of Natives and Allies, a cross cultural collaborative
of women at the Doylestown Friends Meeting, for a moving
and informative film entitled Native Women and Allies Speak:
What you Weren’t Taught in School. A 30-minute Q&A with
CNA members follows the 50-minute film. Admission: free-
will donation to CNA. For more information, contact Arla

Patch at arlapatch@gmail.com.
95 E. Oakland Avenue * Doylestown PA

Middletown Friends Meeting [=n=]

Meeting for Worship with Harpist

Dec 17th: Join Middletown Friends on Sunday, December
17th at 11:00 am for a special holiday meeting for worship
when they will welcome guest harpist, Gloria Galante, to
play Christmas music as part of the service.

453 West Maple Avenue * Langhorne, PA

Wrightstown Friends Meeting o

Candlelight Christmas Carol Sing
Dec 17th: Wrightstown Friends invite you to join them on
Sunday, December 17th at 6:30 pm for a Christmas
Candlelight Carol Sing. Bring the whole family; booklets
with all the words to your favorite Christmas carols will be
available.

535 Durham Road * Newtown, PA
Southampton Friends Meeting ﬂm

Christmas Candlelight Meeting for Worship

Dec 19th: Southampton Friends Meeting invites you to join
them on Tuesday, December 19th for a Christmas
Candlelight Meeting for Worship. Come at 7:15 pm to hear a
prelude from pianist Kurt Martin, with worship to follow at
7:30. Everyone is invited!

710 Gravel Hill Road * Southampton, PA

Yardley Friends Meeting [=n=]

Christmas Candlelight Meeting for Worship

Dec 22nd: Enjoy the peace and beauty of Yardley Friends
Meeting by candle and firelight at their Christmas
Candlelight service on Friday, December 22nd at 7 pm at
their meetinghouse.
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Childcare Provider Wanted

Yardley Friends Meeting is looking to hire an experienced
child care provider (age 16 or older) who love taking care of
kids and are looking for steady part-time work on Sunday
mornings from 9:45 to 11:15 am. The pay rate is $25.00
each Sunday. Interested? Click here to apply.

65 North Main Street * Yardley, PA

Plumstead Friends Meeting [(=a=]

Christmas Eve Carol Sing

Dec 24th: Wear your best Christmas sweater, put on your
hat and mittens, and join Plumstead Quakers for carol
singing around their wood burning stove on Christmas Eve
at 7:30 pm at their historic meetinghouse.

4914 A Point Pleasant Pike * Doylestown, PA

CHANDLER
HALL

Chandler Hall

Annual Holiday Gift and Bake Sale

Dec 1st & 2nd: Join Chandler Hall Auxiliary for their
annual Holiday Gift and Bake Sale. The sale will be held
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm Wright Meeting Hall at Chandler
Hall. All funds raised go towards the Benevolent
Care of residents at Chandler Hall. Questions?
Call Kathie Parry at 215-620-6645.

99 Barclay Street * Newtown, PA

N

Friends Village

Friends Village

Wednesday Midweek Meeting for Worship

Dec 6th & 20th: Friends Village will be holding a

thirty minute mid-week Meeting for Worship from 1:30 to
2:00 pm on the Sun Porch at Styer Hall, located at 331
Lower Dolington Road in Newtown. Friends from around
the Quarter are encourage to join them. No registration
required - just drop in!

Christmas Carol Singing

Dec 12th: Come join the Bucks Quarter Carol Singers at
7:00 pm as they lead the residents of Paxson Campus at 50
S. Congress Street in Newtown in song. Refreshments to
follow.

Dec 14th: Missed carol singing on the 12th or just want to
sing some more? Here’s your second opportunity, this time
at the Styer Campus at 331 Lower Dolington Road in
Newtown. Same time, same singers, same refreshments,
same fun!

Newtown Friends School @

Fall Open House

Dec 2nd: Newtown Friends School will be holding an open
house for parents interested in a Quaker education for their
children grades 3-5. Register at www.newtownfriends.org.

Quaker Women's Social Hour @

Dec 5th: Join other Quaker women from around Bucks
Quarter for a fun “Quappy Hour” from 5:30 to 7:00 pm. This
month will be at the Pineville Tavern. Interested in joining

the group? Email quakersbucks@gmail.com to get on the
Bucks Quakers YouTube Channel

mailing list.

New videos are posted regularly. By subscribing the the
Bucks Quakers YouTube channel you can be notified as soon
as there are new videos available, like Karen Tibbals’s
presentation ‘Just Debt” from November Quarterly Meeting,
and Jim and Deb Fine’s presentation at Fallsington Meeting
about the Israel-Palestine conflict.

Pennsbury Manor

Holly Nights

Dec 7th & 8th: This “Yuletide of yore” style celebration is
breathtaking and remains the favorite of young and old who
love holiday magic. Light and joy spread throughout the
night as strolling carolers bring cheer, crackling bonfires fill
the crisp night air, and visitors wander through the candlelit
Manor House. You can also enjoy Colonial craft
demonstrations and a visit from Father Christmas himself!
Ticket prices range from $6 for children to $14 for adults;
click here to purchase tickets.

64th Annual Nazareth to Bethlehem
CHRISTMAS PEACE PILGRIMAGE
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Scenes from November Quarterly Meeting at Quakertown, NJ

*BUCKS*
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AROUND PYM

PYM Sponsored Events @

Extended Worship

Dec 2nd: This month the group will have a virtual meeting
on Zoom. The day will follow the usual format of worship
from roughly 9:30 to 12:30, and worship sharing from 1:00
until around 2:30 to 3:00, with a lunch break in between.
The best way to stay informed is to be placed on an e-mail
list to receive Zoom links for this and future Extended

Worship meetings; contact Andy Hoover at
dandydoover@gmail.com. @
Dec 2nd: Please join us at Mickleton Friends Meeting,

Mickleton, NJ, for a cozy family gathering. There will be an
intergenerational activity, time for parent/guardian worship
sharing, children’s activities, and dinner as a community.
Pizza and beverages will be provided. Families are invited to
bring a snack/side dish/dessert to share.
All ages are welcome! For more
information, contact Kristin Simmons,
Youth Engagement Coordinator at

ksimmons@pym.org. Click here to register.

December Family Meet Up

Child Safety in Meetings: A Conversation about Best
Practices

Dec 3rd: In order to create and sustain loving, inclusive
communities, we must nurture the spiritual lives of the
children and youth in our Meetings. This requires work,
energy, and deep dedication from many adults. Please join
for conversation about creating safe Meeting communities.
We will consider what a safe community looks like, discuss
best practices for designing a safety policy for a Monthly
Meeting, and share thoughts and ideas. The program will be
led by Kristin Simmons, PYM Youth Engagement
Coordinator. Register here.

Hope, Justice and Peace: An Advent Series

Dec 4th, 11th & 18th: Join Friends for an online adult
religious education series exploring Advent — the time of
expectant waiting before Christmas — with scripture,
discussion, guided activities, music, prayers, and readings.
Each week, elements of the traditional Nativity story are
lifted up through the lens of liberation theology and the
participants’ hopes and leadings for peace and justice in the
world. A recommended resource for interested participants
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to read between program times is the Advent reader, Keep
Watch With Me: An Advent Reader for Peacemakers. The
collaboratively-written devotional features diverse
contributors: black, white, LGBTQ, Latinx, Palestinian,
incarcerated, Native American, Australian, Americans, Irish,
South African, clergy, laity, activists, authors, and organizers.
Click here to register.

PYM Middle East Collaborative

The Yearly Meeting Middle East Collaborative is open to
invitations to visit your meeting. Many of the members have
been to or lived in/worked in the Middle East. The website
includes the timeline of Friends in the area. Contact the

clerk, Sandy Rea, at drsandyrea@hotmail.com.

-
Arch Street

MEETING HOUSE

Arch Street Meetinghouse

Meetinghouse by Candlelight

Dec 1st: Step back into the 19th century this winter at Arch
Street Meeting House and get into the holiday spirit with
crafts, raffles, and light fare. Keep an eye out for William
Penn himself wandering about and listen to enchanting

performances from the talented students from local Quaker
schools. Complimentary light fare and wine will be provided.
There is a suggested donation of $10 per attendee. Register
here.

Eco Justice Collaborative M

Community Choice Aggregation: Boroughs are
Ready for 100%.

Dec 7th: Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) is well
established in more than a dozen states, and is already legal
in Pennsylvania boroughs. Presenters from the CCA for PA
team will provide an overview of CCA, introduce participants
to local leaders from the five boroughs that have already
signed an MOU, and explain how this will work in PA to help
boroughs meet their commitments to acquire 100%
renewable power. CCA is available to every borough in the
Commonwealth. If you live in or near a borough, please
consider attending. You can make a real difference in
bringing more clean energy to Pennsylvania. Community
Solar is not yet legal in PA, but CCA is and it just might be

better! Register here.

THE GREATER OUAKER WORLD

Pendle Hill %

First Monday Lecture

Dec 4th: Clearness Committees: An Introduction to Spiritual
Discernment in Community for Personal and Social
Transformation. The Quaker Clearness Committee is a
unique process of individual and communal spiritual
discernment that can support people on this journey. Valerie
Brown and John Baird will share an innovative vision of the
Clearness Committee based on the work of Parker J. Palmer
and the Center for Courage & Renewal. Click to register.

December Reading Group

Dec 13th: In December, we will be reading our bestselling
pamphlet Radical Hospitality (PHP #427) by Lloyd Lee
Wilson. You can purchase a copy of this popular publication
for $7.50 here; click here to register.

Singing in the New Year

Dec 31st: Enjoy an alcohol-free New Year’s Eve celebration,
with hors d’oeuvres reception and home-cooked dinner,
lively concert in the Barn, desserts, and midnight
candlelight Meeting for Worship. This year, the concert will
feature Annie Patterson performing and leading us in songs
of celebration and renewal, giving space for healing and
transformation through singing. Cost for the evening ranges
from $85 to $115; register here.

Quaker Earthcare Witness @

A Quaker Approach to Artificial Intelligence as Part of
Earthcare

Nov 30th: In this workshop, Gray Cox will expand on the
message of his recently published book Smarter Planet or
Wiser Earth?: how Quakers must deal with the kinds of social
change we need to address the challenges presented by the
Sixth Great Extinction, Climate Change, and the threats of
nuclear war and runaway technology with Al. Register here.

Quaker Religious Education Collaborative

Conversation Circles: Radical Acceptance of Children
& Youth in Quaker Meetings

Nov 28th or 30th: Quakers are called to look to that of God
in everyone, including children and youth in our Meetings, all
of whom are in the process of exploring their identity and
place in the world. How can we, as religious educators, fully
accept and include children and youth whose interest,
behavior, energy level, or identity, make adults Friends feel
uncomfortable? How can we foster a culture of radical
acceptance in our Meetings, especially to nurture and include
children and youth who don’t fit easily?

Join this conversation to explore how we can help our
meetings fully include all children in the Meeting Community.

Register for Tuesday, Nov 28th at 1:00 pm
Register for Thursday, Nov 30th at 8:00 pm
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Friends General Conference et

Silence and Light for Quaker Newcomers

Dec 2nd - Jan 6th: The Silence & Light eRetreat invites you
to explore and practice the experience of Quaker worship
and silent waiting, for an inward encounter with Inner
Teacher who leads, guides, and transforms us every day. This
session is offered for people who are curious about Quakers
or new to Quakerism and will explore the basics of Quaker
theology and practice. Cost for the four week series is a $45
pay-as-led participation fee. The eRetreat is led by Michael
Levi, a member of Adelphi Friends Meeting in Maryland. For
many years he has taught “An Introduction to Quakerism” to
members and attenders of his Meeting and to parents of a
Friends school. Register here.

Friends Peace Teams =

Assimilate or Be Exterminated

Dec 4th: Presented by David Raymond (Mi’kmaw
descendant). For much of their existence, the Quaker Yearly
Meetings of Turtle Island and Britain pursued the
eradication of Indigenous Peoples’ cultures and matriarchies
as a means to save Indigenous Peoples from the supposed
necessity of extermination (mass killing). David Raymond
will examine Quaker writings and deeds from the late 18th
century to the present and will offer reflections on the
impact of the truth on his faith journey. David is a Quaker
from Ontario (Canada). He is of European and Mi’kmaw
ancestry and is reconnecting to Mi’lkmaw culture. This

program is co-sponsored by Decolonizing Quakers. There is
a suggested donation of $20-$50. Click here to register.

Quaker Call to Action Q

Protect Our Elections

Dec 5th: The Big Lie Is Not Dead: A Timely Update on the
work of Protect Our Election to support and protect local
election officials. You will receive a Zoom link a day or two
before the call. To ensure receipt, please add
info@quakercall.net to your contacts. If you do not see the
Zoom invite, please check your spam folder! Register here.

. . . . . rarC
Friends Committee on National Legislation MNL

Take Action

FCNL is a fabulous resource for how to contact your
legislators and let them know how you feel about the day’s
pressing issues. With regard to the war in the Middle East,
they offer:

More war and weapons won’t bring peace. In the face of
growing violence, lawmakers must:
« Publicly call for a ceasefire, de-escalation, and respect
for international law.
« Protect lives—those of the hostages and all civilians,
including the roughly 1 million children who live in
Gaza.

+ Address the root causes underlying this explosion of
violence, including decades of institutionalized
oppression and collective punishment of Palestinians
through brutal military occupation and a 16-year Gaza
blockade.

Urge Congress to call for an immediate ceasefire, de-
escalation, and restraint to prevent further civilian harm in
Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories. Click here to
be connected to your elected officials.

Am
Friend:

American Friends Service Committee I EE.

Gaza and Israel

The violence in Gaza and Israel has created a humanitarian
crisis. Here are some resources provided by AFSC to provide
relief to Gaza and advocate for peace:

« 5 things you need to know about what’s happening in
Israel and Gaza

« 6 ways you can support Palestinians in Gaza

o Call for a cease-fire and humanitarian access for Gaza
now!

o AFSC's Gaza Emergency Relief

o How to talk with family and friends about the situation
in Israel and Palestine

o AFSC Action Hour Resources

/'\PC

AFSC's 4 ways to take action today

1. Contact your members of Congress regularly. Take a
few minutes today to both call them and send them an
email. Here’s a sample script you can adapt.

2. Write a letter to the editor calling for a cease-
fire. Here are some tips on effective letter-writing.

3. Take part in protests. Download and print our free
posters for Palestine. Check out our guide to
protesting for tips to prepare and keep you and others
safe.

4. Donate today to support AFSC’s Gaza emergency
response in Gaza.

Sign up for periodic emails from AFSC’s Palestine
Activism Program.
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FRIENDLY SERVICES

Carol Richardson, Associate Broker
with Coldwell Banker Hearthside Realtors

A member of Newtown Meeting, Carol hears your wishes

and needs clearly and is very resourceful. Carol enjoys
finding the perfect match of home to home owner.

Carol Richardson, Associate Broker, ABR, GRI
100 Brandywine Blvd ¢ Ste 302
Newtown, PA 18940

13 locations serving Bucks County
Direct Tel: 267-566-5676
Office Tel: 267-350-5555 Ext:257
Web site: www.carol-richardson.com
Email: c.richardson@cbhearthside.com

“Caring for all your real estate needs.”

Tinsman Bros., Inc.
Lumberyard & Building Supplies

Birthright Quakers and 5th generation owners,
William E. and Thomas E Tinsman, invite you
in for a visit to the oldest lumberyard in the country,
located in Lumberville, PA. Established in 1785,
we pride ourselves on the quality lumber and
services we offer. Our hardware store has many
hard to find treasures.

Store hours: Monday thru Friday 7:30 thru 5:00
Saturday 7:30 — 12:00
Tel: 215-297-5100

JW.FreyLLC
Remodeling, Maintenance and Repair

Deck rehab, basement finishing, painting, and door
installation are just a few of the
services we can provide.

Jonathan W. Frey, an attender at Lehigh Valley
Friends Meeting, services the Lehigh Valley
and Upper Bucks areas.

Contact him at:

Phone: 610-984-5356
Email: J.W.Freyllc@hotmail.com
Website: JWFREY-Remodeling.com

Times Publishing Newspapers, Inc.
“Simply Real” News

Times Publishing Newspapers, Inc. distributes to every
household and business in Central & Lower Bucks
County. We publish 10 different community newspapers
the size of a magazine eleven times per year. We are
directly-mailed to 129,693 households and businesses.

From the Fairless Focus to the Warwick Journal, our
hyper-local news coverage of each community offers
our 324,322 readers a unique blend of information
pertaining to their own localities that can’t be found
anywhere else in print or on the web.

Donna Allen, Publisher
215-702-3405 ¢ www.timespub.com

Published monthly with Quaker Values

Parry Insurance

We are a 5th generation Quaker owned and operated
insurance agency. We will work with you to identify
your insurance needs and develop a custom program to
protect your personal and/or business assets. We offer
personal and commercial insurance coverages, along
with life insurance and long-term care products.

Blake Parry is a member of Middletown Meeting and
Lisa Parry Becker is a member of Solebury Meeting.
Please contact us to arrange a meeting to review your
insurance coverages and discuss how we could
assist you to protect your assets.

Tel: 215-579-7310
Email: info@parry-insurance.com
Web Site: www.parry-insurance.com
Office Location: Langhorne, PA

Advertise your business here

$40/month
$260/year
Contact Wendy at quakersbucks@gmail.com
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