Meeting for Worship: 10:b0—11:00

First Day School: 10:00—10:45 (except summer)
April 2008

Coming Events...

Apr. 6 - Clerks’ Meeting, 9:15
Committee meetings after Meeting
for Worship

ROAD CLEANUP after committee
meetings, weather permitting

Apr. 13 - Meeting for Business
after Meeting for Worship. Family
Meeting Sunday—no First Day
School

April 18 - Potluck dinner, 6:30:
Bucks County Foodshed Alliance

Apr. 20 - Meeting for Worship
Adult Education discussion, 11:30-
12:15 or so

Apr. 26 - Bucks Quarter Gathering
for Fun & Fellowship, Buckingham
Friends School, 11-5

Apr. 27 - Meeting for Worship
Book Discussion Group, 1-3

May 4 - Committee meetings after
Meeting for Worship

May 11 - Meeting for Worship.
Mothers’ Day—Meeting for Busi-
ness postponed until next week

Greeters for April:
John and Ruth Welsh

Superintendent for April:
Mark Fulton

POTLUCK SUPPER INCLUDES FDS SERVICE PROJECT

On Friday, April 18, the R.E. Committee will hold a potluck sup-
per at YFM. Friends are asked to bring a covered dish. Following
dinner, a program will be presented by the Bucks County Food-
shed Alliance. In addition to Robin Hoy, Jonathan Snipes will
participate. He will speak about Snipes Farms transition to or-
ganic, its connection to George School, education projects with
local schools, and larger issues of local food systems, farmland
preservation, and biofuels.

After dinner, the FDS children will complete a service project for
the American Red Cross Homeless Shelter located in Levittown.
We will assemble individual “snack bags” for children residing at
the shelter. Each bag will contain a juice bag, a granola or ce-
real bar, a napkin and a happy face!

We are asking Friends to donate small-sized fruit juice boxes as
well as boxes of granola or cereal bars (no nuts, please!). Please
bring your donated items to the Meetinghouse by April 18. A
collection box will be placed in the front hallway.

Friendly Funh and Fellowship

Don't forget the Second Annual Bucks Quarter gathering for fun,
fellowship, music, face painting, juggling, mural painting, food,
relaxation, conversation, bubbles, and—did we mention fun?

It's all happening on April 26th, rain or shine, at the Buckingham
Friends School, 5684 Old York Road, Lahaska PA. from 11 to 5.
Cost is $10 for adults, but children get in free. However, don't
stay away for lack of funds! Call Holly Olson for more informa-
tion or email her at hollybgc@verizon.net.

Registration deadline is April 20th.

Next Book for Discussion

The book discussion group will discuss Harold Kushner’s book
Who Needs God at its next meeting on April 27. Join us!




AROUND THE
MEETINGHOUSE...

Holding in the Light...

Linda Sepe, recovering from
throat surgery.

News notes...

Monica Cook is moving to a re-

tirement community, Sacred Heart

at Saucon Creek, closer to her chil-

dren Mary and Robin. Her new ad-

dress is:

4851 Saucon Creek Road, Apt. 326
Center Valley PA 18034
Phone: 610.625.3925

Edna Eisenhart, long-time mem-
ber of Yardley Friends, passed
away a few weeks ago. Donations
may be made to Juniata College
Scholarship Fund or to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

Lou Bifano continues to collect
nonperishable foods for local shel-
ters and food banks. When you go
shopping, why not pick up an extra
box of spaghetti or cereal, a can of
tuna or baked beans, a jar of ap-
plesauce or fruit? Lou has a box in
the front hall for your donations.

CHANDLER HALL WORSHIP

In May, Yardley Friends Meeting
has the responsibility for conduct-
ing worship at Chandler Hall. Any-
one interested is welcome to come.
Service runs from 11:00 to 11:30,
and includes a few familiar Bible
readings, some singing, some si-
lence and perhaps a few shared
thoughts. YFM children will be
there on the 18th to cheer up the
old folks. You come too!

NEW GRANT FUND ESTABLISHED

In 2007 the Yardley Friends Meeting received a gift of $39,638
from two anonymous donors. Although the gift is unrestricted,
the donors suggested that the gift be used towards advancing
the causes of peace and environment. In June, the Meeting for
Business approved the guiding principles for the use of this fund:
peace-making activities;

local environmental concerns;

attendance at Quaker-related events;

issues of conscientious objection;

care of the meeting property.
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Only the interest generated by this fund will be used unless un-
usual circumstances require the use of the principal.

This fund will be under the oversight of the Treasurer and the
clerks of the standing committees (Pastoral Care, Worship & Min-
istry, Peace & Social Action, Religious Education, and Property).

Scope and size of grants. Members of YFM may apply for a grant
from this fund for their own personal “seeking” and self-
improvement (e.g., attending Pendle Hill seminars and participa-
tion in PYM events); as a donation to a specific organization
whose mission falls under any of the areas listed above; or as
part of their individual work with such an organization. Grants
may be requested in any amount from $250.00 to $1,000.

Application process. Any member interested in requesting a grant
should contact the Treasurer, Joe Sites, for an application. The
completed application should be submitted to the most appropri-
ate committee, i.e., peace-related work should be submitted to
the clerk of Outreach, Peace & Social Action Committee; local
environmental issues and YFM property proposals should be sub-
mitted to the clerk of the Property Committee; and grants for
support for conscientious objection and attendance at Friends’
events should be submitted to the clerk of Pastoral Care.

The committee will evaluate the grant request and determine
whether to forward it to the Clerk of Meeting for consideration at
the next Meeting for Business. If the request goes forward, the
clerk of the committee will present their recommendation and
supporting arguments to the Clerk of Meeting. If the request is
denied, the clerk of the committee will meet with the applicant
and explain the reasons for the decision.

Reporting to Monthly Meeting. If the application is approved at
Monthly Meeting, the grant recipient will be asked to report back
to Meeting within three months, describing how the grant money
was used, who benefited, and how others might contribute to the
project.

For further information or for grant applications, contact Joe Sites
at 215-295-5651, or email jsites@comcast.net.




FDS GARDENING PROJECT
NEEDS CONTAINERS

On Sunday, May 11 (Mother's Day), the
children will be working on a special
"kitchen container gardening pro-

ject." Sheila Blackwell will be presenting
this. Each child who participates will
bring home something special for his or
her mom! We could use some empty
plastic yogurt cups, sour cream contain-
ers, milk cartons, etc. for this pro-

ject. Please save these items; we can
certainly use them if they are clean!

BEACH VACATION?

Want to rent a vacation cottage down
the shore this summer? One week rent-
als and fall weekends are available for a
cottage with 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, deck
with bay view, and AC, in the quiet fam-
ily resort town of Beach Haven. Contact
Susan Harrison, 215-428-3938, email
susanhar@verizon.net.

0% Interest College Loan
Program for Quaker Students

Financial Aid for post-secondary educa-
tion for members and children of mem-
bers of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting is
now available.

The Mary Jeanes Loan Fund and Anne
Townsend Grant Fund are taking applica-
tions from members of Philadelphia
Yearly Meeting for post-secondary finan-
cial aid for the 2008-2009 school year.
Loans average about $1000 per aca-
demic year.

May 1, 2008 is the deadline for submis-
sion of applications. For more informa-
tion, or to request an application, please
contact the Education Programs Office at
PYM: 1-800-220-0796 Ext. 7223
(elkem@pym.org).

Please visit our website at: http://
www.pym.org/education, and click on
“Financial Aid.”

ARE QUAKERS RUINING THE ECONOMY?
By John Ceneviva

Every once in a while I'm struck speechless by a news story.
Sales, the kind where discounts are given to certain merchan-
dise, are legally permitted in France only twice a year. The
French legislature is considering changing the law but is being
lobbied by a trade association that represents large depart-
ment stores. Their claim is that “[t]he reality is people buy
things during the sales that they probably don't need. And
without the huge marketing effort that goes into the sales,
they probably won't buy them.”

Dangerously, because I was driving at the time, I stared at
the radio in disbelief. Retailers are opposed to a free-market
restriction on their ability to discount prices because people
will then buy only what they need. Of course, in America we
have sales continuously which allow people to buy things they
don't need whenever they want them. The continuous bait-
and-switch marketing has us buying products that promise to
make us feel more secure, be more popular and smile more
but ultimately disappoint and end up on the shelf.

America has always been an economic powerhouse. But as
our economy changes in response to the service and manufac-
turing growth of India and China, our retail spending becomes
more important to our economic health. The root of the sub-
prime mortgage crisis was giving people without much money
a loan against the equity on their homes. Now these people
aren't able to make balloon payments and sadly, their homes
are up for sale and banks are now in the real estate business.
We won't know the full effect of this slowed spending on the
economy until the end of this year or next year, but already
Congress is writing up a stimulus package so all of us can take
up the slack and spend more money.

Being conservative with my economic resources, I'm con-
stantly asking myself “*How much do I really need the newest
iPod or a 42-inch flat-screen digital TV? Do I even need the
sandwich from Subway when I have plenty of food at home?”
Usually the answer is “no”, but is this good for the economy?
If I save rather than spend my stimulus check, am I doing the
right thing? How much does America depend on my buying an
unneeded sandwich? How much of our economy is based on
buying things we don't need? If Quakers only buy the things
they need, aren't we guilty of not fueling national economic
growth? Are Quaker values unpatriotic? Shouldn't we render
unto God the things that are God’s and our dollars unto Wal-
Mart?

Do YOU have news for the Newsletter? Changes to your address,
phone or e-mail? Contact Betty Steckman at alphabetty123
@ earthlink.net, 609-393-0015.
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TENTH QUERY: Stewardship of the Environment

Is the Meeting concerned that human interaction with nature be responsible, guided by a rev-
erence for life and a sense of the splendor of God'’s continuing creation?

Are the decisions of the Meeting and its committees relating to the uses of property, goods,
services, and energy made with sensitivity toward the environmental impact of those choices?

How does our Meeting learn about environmental concerns and then act in the community on
its concerns?

How am I helping to develop a social, economic, and political system which will nurture an en-
vironment which sustains and enriches life for all?

Am I aware of the place of water, air, and soil in my life? Do I consider with care the necessity
of purchasing substances hazardous to the environment? Do I act as a faithful steward of the
environment in the use and disposal of such hazardous substances?

Do I choose with care the use of technology and devices that truly simplify and add quality to
my life without adding an undue burden to essential resources?

Yardley Friends Meeting
65 North Main Street
Yardley, PA 19067



